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the lives of others which no man ought to have. In a good
community the production of the necessaries of existence
would be a mere preliminary to the important and interest-
ing part of life, except for those who find a pleasure in
some part of the work of producing necessaries. It is not
in the least necessary that economic needs should dominate
man as they do at present. This is rendered necessary at
present, partly by the inequalities of wealth, partly by the
fact that things of real value, such as a good education, are
difficult to acquire, except for the well-to-do.
Private ownership of land and capital is not defen-
sible on grounds of justice, or on the ground that it is
an economical way of producing what the community
needs. But the chief objections to it are that it stunts the
lives of men and women, that it enshrines a ruthless
possessiveness in all the respect which is given to success,
that it leads men to fill the greater part of their time and
thought with the acquisition of purely material goods, and
that it affords a terrible obstacle to the advancement of
civilization and creative energy.
The approach to a system free from these evils need not
be sudden; it is perfectly possible to proceed step by step
towards economic freedom and industrial self-government.
It is not true that there is any outward difficulty in creating
the kind of institutions that we have been considering. If
organized labour wishes to create them, nothing could
stand in its way. The difficulty involved is merely the
difficulty of inspiring men with hope, of giving them
enough imagination to see that the evils from which they
suffer are unnecessary, and enough thought to understand
how the evils are to be cured. This is a difficulty which can